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SUB J : SOME COMMENTS RE CONTROVERSIAL CZECH TANK DEAL 

1 . EAST GERMAN AMB DR HANS-JOACHIM RADDE, WHO HAS BEEN 
REASSIGNED TO FORNMINISTRY IN BERLIN. PAID FAREWELL CALL 
YESTERDAY. IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION, HE MENTIONED SADAT'S 
CURRENT DISPLEASURE WITH CZECHS FOR DELIVERING ONLY 30 
OUT OF 240 TANKS ORDERED FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND ALREADY 
PAID FOR IN HARD CURRENCY. RADDE, WHO IS ACTIVE MEMBER OF 
EASTERN BLOC AMBASSADORS, CLAIMED THAT PRINCIPAL REASON 
FOR DELAY IN CZECH TANK DELIVERIES IS PRODUCTION PROBLEMS. 

HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS PLAY A PART IN 
EASTERN BLOC WEAPONS DELIVERIES, BUT SOUGHT TO DISCOUNT THIS 
ASPECT IN CONNECTION WITH CZECH DEAL. HE OPINED ALL OF THE 
CZECH TANKS WILL IN DUE COURSE BE DELIVERED. 

2. FAHMY ALSO TOLD ME TODAY THAT CZECH AMB HAD SOUGHT TO 
EXPLAIN THAT PRODUCTION DIFFICULTIES HAVE CAUSED DELAYS IN 
PROMISED TANK DELIVERIES. HE HAD REMINDED CZECH AMB THAT 
CZECHOLSLOVKIA HAD AGREED TO SPECIFIC DELIVERY DATES WHEN SIGNING 
CONTRACT. EVEN IF PRODUCTION DIFFICULTIES DEVELOPED, FAHMY 
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HAD INSISTED, CZECHS HAVE OBLIGATION TAKE TANKS FROM THEIR WARSAW 
PACT MILITARY INVENSTORY. THE TANKS ORDERED ARE NOT NEW 
T-60S OR T-72S, FAHMY NOTED, BUT OLD T-54S AND T-55S. 

CZECHS COULD AFFORD TO TAKE THESE FROM THEIR MILITARY 
STOCKS, SINCE THESE TANKS WILL IN ANY CASE SHORTLY BE REPLACED 
WITH NEWER MODELS. 
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